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West occurred during the March 18-24 period when the
western tidge was highly amplified (fig. 9). Lowest tem-
peratures for so late in the season were observed in
Florida on March 2 at West Palm Beach (35°F.), and on
March 24 at West Palm Beach (43°F.) and Lakeland
(35°F.).

The Southwest trough and storm path were best
developed early in the month (fig. 7) producing above
normal precipitation across the southern part of the
Nation. As the upper trough moved into the Mississippi
Valley increased precipitation was observed over much
of the eastern half of the Nation (fig. 8, 9). During this
period, on March 21-23, one of the heaviest March snow-
storms of record was reported from the lower Mississippi
Valley to southern Ohio. Also during this period, record
24-hr. precipitation amounts were observed on March 17—
18 at Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; and Concord,
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Maine. As the upper level trough became stronger to the
north (fig. 9), the major portion of the monthly precipita~
tion in the northern Mississippi Valley occurred.

The final week of the month (fig. 10) with its zonal
flow was the driest for much of the Nation. An exception
was the Pacific Northwest where orographic precipitation
was enhanced by the increasing westerly flow. Major
rains also occurred in the Northwest at midmonth (fig. 8)
when a deep trough was located near the coast.
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